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Dramatis Personae

darren

A pale male in black with a victorian top hat.

vince

A promotor. Slicked back hair. Button down shirt.



In a forest. A large tree trunk.

Vince

So what do you think?

darren

Um, That we’re in the middle of a forest.

Vince

Not just any forest.

darren

A big forest.

Vince

These aren’t just any trees.

darren

Because they’re big trees.

Vince

Bigger than you know. This tree was climbed – are you ready? – by the stars of the
most recent vampire movie.

darren

Wow.

Vince

You betcha, wow! Come here and touch it. Put your hand on this historic trunk.
Amazing, isn’t it?

darren

There are... no words.

Vince

I’ve never been so close to something so big before. What’s wrong?
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darren

Feeling a little removed is all.

Vince

Well come closer. Touch it again. Some fans flock here – they say the tree has healing
power.

darren

No thinks. I’m fine right where I am.

Vince

I think there are some things
that are close and distant at the same time:
Paradise for example.
The relations between a man and a woman.
The course a boat takes across the water 1.

darren

Yeah. Okay. I’m close and distant to the tree, I guess. I, uh, feel it more over here.

Vince

That’s great! Now, what if I told you that this is the spot!

darren

For the music video?

Vince

You betcha. The best music video ever. Gonna launch your career to new heights!

darren

Does it have to be under the vampire tree?

Vince

Your fan base loves those movies.

1From Orestes 2.0 by Charles Mee
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darren

My sister calls the main character the sparkle fairy.

Vince

Not your fan base, clearly.

darren

Pre-teen girls with expendable cash?

Vince

...who love the vampire movies.

darren

Well, how is anyone going to even know it’s the same tree anyway?

Vince

Bonus features.

darren

For a three minute song?

Vince

All the rage now.

darren

Really.

Vince

Dissemination is cheaper now.

darren

Okay. Sure. That part makes sense.

Vince

...and...
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darren

What?

Vince

You’re not a fan of the series, are you? Not into vampires? Werewolves? Romantic
triangles?

darren

Well...

Vince

You’re going to be dressed as a vampire.

darren

No way.

Vince

Yeah way.

darren

Come on, Vince. This’ll be on video – recorded forever.

Vince

I hear what you’re saying to me, but I just feel like you’re too young to have a helpful
philosophy in place yet.

darren

What?

Vince

This tree has an aura, and not because of the film. It is an ancient aura. A centering
of souls. A magnetism against being thrown off of the planet. A core.

darren

It’s a tree.
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Vince

But what does it do to your soul?

darren

I don’t know, Vince. It makes my soul want to not dress up like a vampire!

Vince

Too young. Life’s philosophy hasn’t taken hold yet. It’s unfortunate.

darren

What’s unfortunate is that I’m sitting in the middle of a forest worshiping a tree and
learning I’m going to play dress up like a vampire when I should be eating!

Vince

Well, you’ve only got so many breakfasts left. You’re running out of money fast.
Music videos like this cost money and take lots of hired help to get off of the ground.

darren

You already agreed to it?

Vince

Agree? It was my idea!

darren

That was my money to spend!

Vince

Half-true. Money to be spent on promoting you.

darren

Well I don’t think vampire guy is promotion.

Vince

Well, you’re also not the marketing department.
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darren

I don’t want to do it.

Vince

Your contract says otherwise.

darren

I still don’t want to do it.

Vince

Hair and makeup to your left.

darren

I haven’t even eaten!

Vince

These wonderful little sausages are arriving ever so shortly by truck.

darren

I’m a vegan!

Vince

A vegan vampire. That sort of fits. We can use that.

darren

I hate you.

Vince

Hate me if it fails.

darren

I’ll hate you now.

Vince

Love me if I’m right.
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darren

Not holding my breath

Vince

Do vampires breathe?

DARREN leaves stage. Gets wet hair, trenchcoat and paled face during
next line. To tree trunk:

Vince

You’re the star of this piece. You are my center when I spin away 2. I think I’m
having a moment. There. Are we ready to do this?

DARREN walks on stage near the tree.

darren

Great.

Vince

You look marvelous! Why so depressed – Oh! Feeling the brooding nature of your
character – Modern vampires have emotions. We need you to be running from other
vampires. You need to look scared.

DARREN sort of tries. Walks a bit. Shrugs shoulders.

Vince

That isn’t really “scared,” that’s closer to “bored.” Go to the other side of the tree,
okay. Now peek around, look both directions and start running.

darren

I’m tired.

Vince

Well get un-tired.

2Lyric from Videotape by Radiohead
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darren

I’m gonna breakout. What is this makeup anyway?

Vince

As a general rule: never ask. Come on! Let’s do this.

darren

This is a huge joke, right? Get me dressed up in this outfit, bring a bunch of cameras,
make me feel the aura of a tree.

Vince

No. Come over here. I’m gonna do the bit so you can see it. You guys get ready to
film.

VINCE goes through motions as they are described.

Vince

I’m hiding behind the tree.
I peak out – not safe.
I take a look left
then a look right
nothing. I start to move – slowly.
But I hear a broken tree branch or something behind me.
I turn around to look:
Evil Vampires!
I sprint off through the woods!

VINCE returns, panting. DARREN claps.

darren

That’s so lame, Vince.

Vince

Can you roll it back, slow mo, with the music over the top?

Lights fade. Music plays. VINCE re-performs movements in slow motion.
It is awesome. Lights fade again before returning to normal.
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darren

Whoa! You look great.

Vince

And I’m not even wearing makeup. Get in there!

darren

Yeah!

Lights fade. DARREN doing same movements in slow motion with music
and voiceover on top.

darren

Voiceover: From the minute I heard the concept I was excited. I love the vampire
films, so does everyone I know, so doing a video based on what I love was great. A
real treat. Oh, and this bit here – that’s the actual tree from the Vampire series. Can
you believe it? The actual tree. It had an aura about it, honestly. A real experience.
Okay here, I just heard one of the evil vampires. Time to run – and there I go.

DARREN exits, running in slow motion. Fade out.

END OF PLAY
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