The Progress of Confusion 1.1

by: Kyle Reynolds Conway

♥ Copying is an act of love.

Please copy and share.

Text c 2011 Kyle Reynolds Conway,
under a Creative Commons Attribution Share Alike (3.0) license.
http://kylerconway.wordpress.com/

Cover image c 2011 Erich Thielenhaus,
under a Creative Commons Attribution Share Alike (3.0) license.
https://theboomflash.wordpress.com/

Copyheart: http://copyheart.org/
Creative Commons: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

This play is part of the Twenty-five Tens Project
@ https://twentyfivetens.wordpress.com/

Dramatis Personae
retired
An retired citizen.
college student
Student enrolled in a college.
minister
A minister.
artist
An artist.
construction worker
A construction worker.
professor
A professor.

Sources
The first section, “The Public,” inspired by the following interviews:
http://www.archive.org/details/QuestionCopyright.org_interviews_Chicago_
2006
The second section, “The Professor,” uses several quotes from Lawrence
Lessig’s book Remix:
http://www.archive.org/details/LawrenceLessigRemix

The Public
Montage with lights. The public responding to questions. “WHAT IS
COPYRIGHT?” is visible.
retired
I have no idea.
college student
That’s why my school censors the web. Even the legal stuff.
minister
Something that protects a, uh, original idea.
artist
It’s supposed to protect the artist.
construction worker
Copyright prevents me from recording pay-per view with my DVR.
”WHAT IS COPYRIGHT PROTECTION FROM?” is visible.
artist
Other artists selling my work as their own.
construction worker
It had better be protection from me: I love my boxing shows.
college student
Lawsuits? No, that can’t be right. Um...
minister
Someone stealing your original idea.
Focus to RETIRED. Pause. RETIRED shrugs shoulders. “HOW LONG
HAS COPYRIGHT EXISTED? WHAT IS ITS HISTORY?” is visible.
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college student
I don’t know, nineteen hundred?
construction worker
Um, the thirties maybe?
artist
Hmm. I don’t know.
minister
I have no idea.
retired
Well how many more questions are there then!
”DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO SWAPS COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS OVER THE INTERNET?” is visible.
minister
Oh, sure. Yeah.
retired
You mean that Rapster thing I saw in the paper?
construction worker
Psh! No comment.
college student
Are you kidding? Of course! Everyone! Absolutely everyone! There isn’t a single
person...
artist
I, uh... no. I don’t know anyone who, uh...
college student
...my mother, my father, my uncle Joe, his girlfriend Mindy...
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artist
...does any of that illegal stuff...
college student
...half of my professors, Angie the bartender down at the...
artist
...I’d tell you if I did, but, uh, I really don’t know anyone who...
college student
...his three year old kid, old man Jasper, the “dog lady”...
”HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THIS FILESHARING?” is visible.
retired
My grandkids send their pictures and nice cards on the email.
minister
I use pictures in my sermons and I try my best to give credit but that image search:
it’s all right there.
college student
So we just leared about the Library of Alexander, I think, and, uh, his library sucks
compared to the internet. You get me?
construction worker
I’m not saying another word.
artist
Mixed feelings. I’d be upset if someone stole my stuff and made money, but has
copyright ever helped me? No. I sorta wish people would pirate my stuff.
“ANY OTHER THOUGHTS OR COMMENTS ABOUT COPYRIGHT?”
is visible. Focus to CONSTRUCTION WORKER who cracks knuckles and
nods head “No.”
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retired
Bye bye, now.
college student
It’s important for those artists, I guess, who don’t make much money. But for everyone else it’s just a pain in the...
artist
Wanna commission an original song?
minister
Most people ignore it, clearly. I understand the concept of it, I guess, but do we need
to re-look at it, with all the technology now? Do we need to be better educated or
do the laws need to change?

The Professor

As near an imperceptible transition as possible.
professor
The laws need to change. Digital technologies make it feasible—for the first time in
history—to do what Jefferson dreamed of when he founded the Library of Congress:
“to sustain and preserve a universal collection of knowledge and creativity for future
generations.” The costs of digitizing and making accessible every bit of our past are
increasingly trivial. At least, the technical costs are trivial. The legal costs, on the
other hand, are increasingly prohibitive.
But forget about simply archiving a collection of knowledge and creativity, what about
creating and sharing knowledge and creativity of your own? Now, if copyright were a
regulation limited to large film studios and record companies, then its complexity and
inefficiency would be unfortunate but not terribly significant. So what if Fox has to
hire more lawyers to work through complex copyright licensing problems? But when
copyright law purports to regulate everyone with a computer—from kids accessing
the Internet to grandmothers who allow their kids to access the Internet—then there
is a special obligation to make sure this regulation is clear. And we know, from our
studies, that it is anything but clear.
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So we have a problem on our hands as a society and as a culture. If copyright
regulates copies, and copying is as common as breathing, then a law that triggers
federal regulation on copying is a law that regulates too far. If the law is going to
regulate your kid, it must do so in a way your kid can understand.
The main function of copyright law is to protect the commercial life of creativity. In
the vast majority of cases, that commercial life is over after a very short time. There
is no good copyright reason for the law to interfere with archives or universities that
seek to digitize and make available our creative past. And yet the law does. There is
no good reason for anyone with access to a computer to be a criminal. And yet we
all are.

The Representative

The Representative casually walks up to the podium wearing pants with
huge pockets on both sides and a clown-sized – not clown colored – mallot.
representative
Our job, as representatives, is to understand the issues as best we can in order to
represent the people we serve. Today we are to vote on a new measure, an important measure, the WTF-PRI Act – The World Talent Freedom, Protection Requires
Insanity Act. Technology has given us the tools to interact with the constituents we
represent in new and exciting ways. When this act made its way to my desk I didn’t
know what to think of it. “WTF ACT?” After reading it through the whole way, top
to bottom, without stopping, I had some concerns. I’m sure I’m not alone. Like most
of you, I was looking for answers.
REPRESENTATIVE shakes pant pocket. Waits a second, then continues.
representative
Many of my constituents, it turns out, had great concerns with this bill.
REPRESENTATIVE shakes pant pocket again, more aggressively, before
continuing.
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representative
And not only my constituents, but also prominent leaders and innovative technology
leaders personally wrote an open letter to all of us sitting here today.
REPRESENTATIVE looks offstage. Waits, then continues.
representative
Not to mention...
Sound of “dinging” on REPRESENTATIVE’s smart phone, which he
checks.
representative
New tweet! Not to mention this single mother of five, who also works as a foster
parent in addition to her three minimum wage jobs and volunteer work for the...
A loud cough is heard offstage. LOBBY enters with a brick of money and
places it firmly into REPRESENTATIVE’s pocket, whispers in REPRESENTATIVE’s ear, and finally hands REPRESENTATIVE a one-page
flyer before exiting.
representative
And while all of those concerns were considered with the utmost respect and care, I
took it upon myself to learn as much about the issues as possible.
REPRESENTATIVE reads off of one-page flyer.
representative
I would like to support the WTF-PRI Act and suggest, strongly, that we add language
removing unnecessary red tape in order to allow businesses to more easily prosecute
those...
Shift focus to the members of the PUBLIC section, as well as the PROFESSOR while representative continues speaking.
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representative
...who threaten the very economy by stealing and copying the intellectual property
of the rightful copyright owners: the big businesses. These pirates are destroying
America. We need to remove concepts like “proof,” “Innocent until proven guilty,”
and any form of “judicial oversight,” or “human rights” that stand in the way of a
swift and warrant-less prosecution.
PROFESSOR and the characters from the Public section move towards
REPRESENTATIVE. A member of the Public places a single bill into
REPRESENTATIVE’s pocket. PROFESSOR offers a large body of research which is ignored by the REPRESENTATIVE. PROFESSOR leaves
it at REPRESENTATIVE’s feet. All members of the Public take out their
smart phones and begin texting. REPRESENTATIVE’s smart phone is
now “dinging” like crazy, drowning out almost all sound. REPRESENTATIVE begins shaking pant pocket again.
representative
But opposition grows, and I must take into account the constituents I serve. Their
voices must rise above the rest to inform my opinion. They, solely, are the voice I
must represent in this position...
A loud whistle is heard offstage. LOBBY briskly enters with another brick
of money and places it into REPRESENTATIVE’s pocket. REPRESENTATIVE tries to speak over the sound of the “dinging” from the Public,
but cannot. REPRESENTATIVE places the smart phone on the ground
and smashes it with the large mallet.
representative
Technology is dangerous...
All of the phones previously in the hands of the Public fall to the ground
in pieces.
representative
...without Governmental regulation of, by, and for the People.
END OF PLAY
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