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Dramatis Personae

magician

Dressed as a bygone U.S. President.

bartender

Dressed as a female anime character.

Sources:

A great selection of the MAGICIAN’s lines were pulled directly from Theodore
Roosevelt’s 1901 State of the Union address via the website below: http://www.

presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=29542

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=29542
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=29542


MAGICIAN onstage alone. A speech. Somber.

magician

The Congress assembles this year under the shadow of a great calamity. President
McKinley was shot by an anarchist. A man of moderate means, a man whose stock
sprang from the sturdy tillers of the soil, who had himself belonged among the wage-
workers... the Judas-like infamy of this act. There is no baser deed in all the annals
of crime. His crime should be made an offense against the law of nations, like piracy
and that form of man-stealing known as the slave trade; for it is of far blacker infamy
than either. The American people are slow to wrath, but when their wrath is once
kindled it burns like a consuming flame.

bartender

Hi! Would you like a drink?

magician

No law can guard us against the consequences of our own folly.

bartender

You’re funny!

magician

The men who are idle or credulous, the men who seek gains not by genuine work with
head or hand but by gambling in any form, are always a source of menace not only
to themselves but to others.

bartender

I didn’t ask you about gambling, silly, I asked you about a drink. How about it? Can
I pour you one?

magician

The old laws, and the old customs which had almost the binding force of law, were
once quite sufficient to regulate the accumulation and distribution of wealth.

bartender

What are you going on about. Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! La la la! Like a helicopter! See.
Watch my fly!
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BARTENDER extends arms like a plane and runs about the room.

bartender

Quit talking so much! What are you doing in a bar if you’re not here to drink?

magician

To drown my sorrows, good sir, in the presence of souls more unfortunate than I.

bartender

Well, I don’t think you’ll find anyone like that here: Just me! And I don’t like
anything to do with drowning! Whee!

BARTENDER flies around for another pass.

magician

The captains of industry who have driven the railway systems across this continent,
who have built up our commerce, who have developed our manufactures, have on the
whole done great good to our people.

bartender

That’s not what my customers say, and they build the railways. Tee-hee!

magician

The slightest study of business conditions will satisfy anyone capable of forming a
judgment.

bartender

Are you calling them incapable of forming a judgement. That seems mean. Are you
a mean man?

MAGICIAN slams money on the bar.

magician

The products of irrigation will be consumed chiefly in upbuilding local centers.

MAGICIAN pats his stomache.
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bartender

So you will drink! Yumee!!! What would you like? Drowning sorrows can take a long
time or a little.

magician

The necessary foundation has already been laid.

bartender

How am I supposed to know if you ate anything? You don’t seem that sad to me. Is
that what you mean by “necessary foundation?” What would you like?

magician

It would be unwise to begin by doing too much, for a great deal will doubtless be
learned, both as to what can and what cannot be safely attempted, by the early
efforts, which must of necessity be partly experimental in character.

bartender

Oooookay! What’s your poison then. I’ll make it small – I promise!

magician

No reservoir or canal should ever be built to satisfy selfish personal or local interests;
but only in accordance with the advice of trained experts.

bartender

You like like a beer man to me! This is what my grandfather drank all day long. And
don’t worry – I’m an expert in the ways of spirits. You could even call me a conjuror!
Whoa! Spooky! Are you scared? So, one more time, what are you sad about.

magician

I’m an ex-magician and I’ve given up on life. Please refrain from speaking of conjurors
in communion with the devil in my presense.

bartender

I love magic! All the flashing lights! The sparkling costumes! The pretty girls and
the amazing tricks! Show me show me show me! Please please please please please!

magician

There should be no extravagance.
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bartender

What’s wrong with extravagance?

magician

Magic should be, always, free from the least taint of excessive or reckless expenditure.

bartender

Well it doesn’t get any less “recklessly expenditure’d” than right here at the Clown
Dive. Can you show me one of your little tricks? Hmmm? Can you? I’d really like
to see one. What do you need?

magician

We are not at the starting point of this development.

bartender

Right. Here’s your very small beer – wouldn’t want you to attempt to much in one
go.

magician

A high degree of enterprise and ability has been shown in the work itself; but as much
cannot be said in reference to the laws relating thereto.

bartender

You got busted, huh? What happened? Drowning your sorrows is the best thing you
can do! Did you cut a lady in half? Is that what happened? Leave someone in a box
for too long. Oh! Did something go awry with fire? Swords!? Silver rings!?

magician

With a few creditable exceptions.

bartender

I like this game.

magician

Many streams have already passed into private ownership, or a control equivalent to
ownership.
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bartender

I knew you could take more than you said!

BARTENDER winks at MAGICIAN while pouring another drink.

bartender

You’re like a great big teddy bear!

magician

Whoever controls a stream practically controls the land it renders productive.

bartender

You wanna be productive, teddy bear, then go on and show me a trick! I’ve been
very patient you know.

magician

To grow up in the arid regions...

bartender

How did you know? That’s right! Right outside the desert. Is this one of those –
what do you call it – mentalism!? You really are great!

MAGICIAN simply stares at his drink.

magician

Reforms can only be final and satisfactory when they come through the enlightenment
of the people most concerned.

bartender

What you’re doing right here is the best path to enlightenment! You’ve certainly
come to the right place.

magician

Nothing could be more unwise than for isolated communities to continue to learn
everything experimentally, instead of profiting by what is already known elsewhere.
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bartender

I’m a fan of sharing too. You know, we had another magician in here once. Sad
fellow. Dressed like a clown. I guess he was supposed to do funny magic, but when
he took on “many streams” he didn’t really reach the enlightenment he’d hoped for.
Sad story. I wonder what ever happened to him? That’s life, anyway. That’s what
this job is. I try to see the positive in it. Anyway I could see a trick already? I’m
just dying to see one. I’ve been in here all alone since long before sunset.

magician

We are dealing with a new and momentous question, in the pregnant years while
institutions are forming, and what we do will affect not only the present but future
generations.

bartender

Gosh you’re smart! I want to be just like you when I get out of here. Not really
interested in the “pregnant years” though, whatever that means. (Pause.) Maybe
the clown was having pregnant years.

magician

Our aim should be not simply to reclaim... but avail ourselves of the best experience
of the time.

bartender

I like having fun too! (Pause.) Hey! You know what would be fun? Magic tricks!

magician

As I said before, I’ve given it up. I’m simply making ammends for my former life as
a peddler of falsehood before dispossessing myself of this rather unfortunate exterior
of humanity over the side of the bridge.

bartender

Don’t do that! Magic is a special – very special – talent that shouldn’t be wasted on
bridges or water.

BARTENDER slaps the drink away from MAGICIAN.

bartender

I’ve got a new and momentous question.
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magician

Our earnest effort is to help these people upward along the stony and difficult path
that leads to self-government.

bartender

Well you’re doing a pretty bad job of self-governing if I do say so myself. And I do!
One trick. Here’s a coin. Do something with it – and nothing flashy!

magician

Already a greater measure of material prosperity...

MAGICIAN hands back a ten dollar bill.

magician

...has been attained.

bartender

Wow!

magician

It is no light task.

bartender

I can tell! You made money! Again! Again!

magician

For more than a thousand years they have been slowly fitting themselves, sometimes
consciously, sometimes unconsciously, toward this end.

bartender

I told you to stop talking like that! You’re not jumping off of any bridges unless you
end up standing on the shore while people applaud your efforts!

magician

We must show both patience and strength, forbearance and steadfast resolution. Our
aim is high.
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bartender

Your aim is low! Far too low!

magician

Such desertion of duty on our part would be a crime against humanity.

bartender

You’re acting like a dummy! Listen to me when I say this: jumping off of a bridge is
a crime against humanity! You’re very talented.

magician

No competent observer, sincerely desirous of finding out the facts and influenced only
by a desire for the welfare of...

bartender

I’ve got a magic trick!

MAGICIAN looks up for a moment but is clocked with a large, heavy
blunt object with a blackout. We hear mumbling. Lights up. MAGICIAN
is waking up. Bartender is rousing a group of children to applause.

bartender

Here he is – the great big Magical Teddy Bear!

magician

– the very verge of safety –

bartender

They’ve come for you! Show them your tricks.

magician

– extremely anxious –

bartender

Here’s another coin! Go on!
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MAGICIAN regains his composure and transforms the coin into a ten
dollar bill to smiles, awes and applause.

bartender

Yay!

magician

It relieves us of a great burden...

The MAGICIAN smiles.

magician

The true end of every great and free people should be self-respecting peace.

bartender

So you’re not going to “dispossess” yourself?

magician

No. Not when I have my duties. Magic, being merely a most regrettable but necessary
duty which must be performed for the sake of the welfare of mankind. Children, can
you hear them? Can you hear the bells? The singing? The joy? Perhaps the most
characteristic educational movement of the past fifty years is that which has created
the modern public library and developed it into broad and active service. There
are now over five thousand public libraries in the United States, the product of this
period. I will amaze you once more if you promise me one thing and one thing only –
visit your public libraries and read. It is a trade you see? You read and I amaze, only
in time you will find that reading is the better form of amazement in that it brings
you in contact with other minds in other places with other ideas and other insights.
One last trick, before you go off to the library – Bartender... you are from an Arid
region, yes?

bartender

Yes.

Clapping. Happiness. Blackout.

END OF PLAY
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