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Dramatis Personae

magician

A magician looking for awe/wonder.

bartender

Owns a bar.



Low light. A rough looking man wearing a very small, black clown nose
enters. He plays with a coin.

magician

Don’t ever ask me that again. Come on! You’ve got enough footage already. I’m a
loser, okay. “A has-been.” I’ve given up. I’m sick of doing this for people. Making
them “happy,” or whatever, with lies. It’s all a joke. I’ve... I’ve got better things to
do now, okay. Good luck with your project and whatever. I’ve just...

MAGICIAN snaps fingers. Blackout. Sound of a coin being flipped: loud.
Lights up. Stage is empty. V.O. of MAGICIAN.

v.o. magician

Come back later.

The voice echoes. Quickly enter BARTENDER.

bartender

Come on over here again! I want my money back you awful cheat! How’d you do
that !

Enter MAGICIAN with a bright red clown nose.

magician

I was never gonna take your money. Here.

MAGICIAN places coin in BARTENDER’s hand.

bartender

Then are you ever gonna pay your tab?

The both laugh warmly.
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magician

Look in your hand.

Bartender opens hand to see handwritten I.O.U.

bartender

An IOU! Are you kidding me! Give me the coin!

magician

I don’t deserve a tip?

bartender

Do it again.

magician

Only once. Magician’s rule.

bartender

Tomorrow then, alright? My kids’ll be here. They’re gonna go nuts! I have no idea
– at all – how you do stuff like that but I’ll tell you one thing: don’t come in here on
poker night or someone’ll kill you. Cards flying across the room by themselves!

magician

There’s a logical explanation, honest.

bartender

Tell me then!

magician

Naw, I can’t do that.

bartender

And just why can’t you?
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magician

Because it wouldn’t be magic anymore.

Light shift. BARTENDER exits. Low light as before. MAGICIAN’s nose
returns to black.

magician

So yeah, I was looking for something new. See, the trouble with magic is that you
know how it’s done: you have to in order to do it. At a certain point it gets kind of,
uh, dull I guess. Look, if I... okay, when I was a kid my uncle would take my nose
off – did this happen to you? – and he’d hold it between his two fingers like this
and wave it around before eventually giving it back. Now, if you were young enough
to believe, even for a split second, that he had taken your nose off of your face, you
experienced wonder – well, maybe just concern if you were really little – but once
you figure out it’s just his thumb in there, or you touch your face and figure it out it
can’t be your nose – and then discover the thumb – it’s no longer special, there’s no
awe. Does that make sense? That’s why I wear a fake nose.

MAGICIAN pulls it off.

magician

If somebody tries to take it off me, like my uncle, I know it really wasn’t a part of
my face in the first place. Anyway, I’m right handed, so I keep it safe in there.

MAGICIAN moves nose to right hand.

magician

Watch this.

MAGICIAN moves right hand to face and blows hard.

magician

This gets harder when you’re older. It’s supposed to pop out the other side like a
champaign cork, you know?

MAGICIAN blows hard again. This time a black balloon comes out the
other end.
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magician

That’s gonna look ridiculous on my nose! I’m not a freak or anything.

MAGICIAN sneezes. While wiping with a hanky:

magician

Here you go.

MAGICIAN tries to hand it to someone in the audience, let’s it go and it
flies everywhere.

magician

I got extras anyway.

The original nose is back on MAGICIAN’s face.

magician

Nobody takes my nose.

Enter BARTENDER.

bartender

What... uh...

BARTENDER motions to his own nose.

bartender

... happened here then?

magician

Teenage punks on 3rd. Stole my nose.

bartender

I was getting used to it. I almost didn’t recognize you.
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magician

Yeah?

bartender

Yeah. (Pause.) Hey, what’s wrong? Cheer up. It was only a nose, right?

magician

They called me a fake.

bartender

Hey, listen to me now! I get people coming in here with their “talents” every day of
the week – even a few magicians – and you are not a fake. You’re the real deal. I’ve
never seen anybody do the stuff you do. Let me get you a drink.

magician

I realized that it’s all a lie. None of it is real.

bartender

Sure seems real to me.

magician

But it isn’t. It’s fake.

bartender

So what? I have no idea how you do those things... those amazing things?

magician

I know you don’t... but I do. That’s the problem.

Light shift. Exit BARTENDER. MAGICIAN’s nose returns to black.

magician

It just got... I don’t know... boring. Sure, people would smile and laugh and gasp –
or whatever – but I felt like a liar. I felt like a salesman, on commission, selling snake
oil and other mythical cures for mythical ailments.

MAGICIAN performs.
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magician

See this coin? Watch. You think it’s in this hand, don’t you? Well, guess what, it’s
not. Were you fooled?

MAGICIAN shows coin in the other hand.

magician

An honest person would put the coin in their hand, and if someone said “it’s in that
hand,” then they’d open their hand and it would be.

MAGICIAN does, and it is.

magician

Isn’t that more honest? I don’t know. At any rate, I decided to look for real magic.
Something to amaze me.

Sound of a shuttle taking off.

magician

At first I looked to the skies. But it turns out they just defunded NASA. Whatever
magic there was, I guess, is dead now. Thanks, America.

Sound of bleeps and boops.

magician

Then I looked into computers... but they told me that people actually sat down
and wrote out commands, telling the computer exactly what to do. They could be
complex, sure, but they weren’t magic. “Goodbye, world.”

Sound of birds chirping, planes soaring, keys clicking, etc.

magician

I tried a great many things before I finally discovered real magic: Wall Street. They
quite literally make money appear and disappear at will. At first it was incredible.
Exhilerating. Like pulling money out of the sky.

MAGICIAN pulls money from the air.
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magician

“A quarter?” You say – “No no! That’s a twenty dollar bill!”

MAGICIAN makes a quarter into a twenty dollar bill.

magician

But when I asked to see the money, swim in it, I was thrown out. It turned out there
was a man behind the curtain.

MAGICIAN pulls out a handkerchief.

magician

Something lurking below – beneath – it all.

MAGICIAN reveals a computer chip behind the handerchief.

magician

Computers. Or at least screens. Programs. Code. None of the money was real. Only
projected, expected, calculated, etc... (Pause.) Theoretical. They had lots of trickery
hidden up their sleeves on the street of walls.

MAGICIAN rolls up his sleeves.

magician

I wish it were a proper wall instead of a street though. That way they would take
a dive like Humpty Dumpty. But, as we’ve learned, all the king’s horses and all the
king’s men have no trouble putting them back together again.

MAGICIAN rips up and restores a popular financial newspaper. Enter
BARTENDER listening.

bartender

Whoa! Amazing. Bravo! But I kind of wish you’d have kept the paper in shambles.
Better symbolism, right?
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magician

If only they’d put NASA back together again – at least then we could dream of the
stars: something must be out there. Magic probably.

bartender

So you’ve been all those places this past year?

magician

I have.

bartender

And you came back to magic. Good for you. You’re good at it.

magician

I prefer the term mactavist.

bartender

What?

magician

Magic/Activist.

bartender

Well, that’ll go over well at the kids’ birthday parties.

magician

Teaching with handkerchiefs, coins, balls...

bartender

...and a nose.

magician

Some things never change.

bartender

Are you awed? Inspired?
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magician

Only by everything around me. I’ve distilled it all into magic.

bartender

I’ll drink to that.

magician

Me too.

Bartender holds out the glass, tentatively.

magician

What?

bartender

I thought that maybe you were gonna make it disappear.

magician

Not this time. However...

MAGICIAN produces several bills from under the glass.

magician

...this should cover my tab.

END OF PLAY
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